Y

Young Vic

Homebody/Kabul by Tony Kushner



Oh the heautiful city of Kab rugged mountain skirt,

wears d

And the rose is jealous of its lash-like thorns.

The dust of Kabul's hlowing soil smarts lightly
But | lov f

I sing bright pra

mnmy

or knowledge anc

both come from he

s to |

>r colourful tulips,

of her trees makes me blush.

I'he beaut a

T 1= alva il faas - tho aus
Every street in Kabul fascinates the eye.

In the hazaars, Eg

s on her rooft

No one can count the bee

And hundreds of lovely suns hide behind her walls.

Her morning laugh is gay as flowers,

Her dark nights shine like b
Her tunet

autiful hair.

ul nightingales sing with flame in their throats,

gs fall like burning leav

e

| sing to the gardens of Kabul;

E

n Paradse is jealous of their greenery.







'Our story begins
at the very dawn
of history, circa

3000 BC...'
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'And we'll leave her here.

In Afghanistan.

So at the heart of the world

the world's forgotten it'.
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2000 BC -1500 BC

The City of Kabul is thou
establis 2. Evid
early nomadic iron age in Ag Kapruk V.
Circa 600 BC

Zoroaster introduce
Bactria, Zorc

religion w

nce of

1ed during this tin

a new religion in
strianism a Monotl

practi oday)
522 BC -486 BC
Darius the Great expar

ds the Persian

empire to its peak, taking most of

Afghanistan

329 - 326 BC

Greeks rule Bactria (Northern Afghanistan)
50 AD

Kushan rule. Und
Buddhist Gandl
height.

220 AD

Kushan empire fragments into petty

King Kanisl

n culture

Grae

hes its

dynasties.
400 AD

Invasion of the White Huns

Buddhist culture, most of the
ruins

550 AD
Persians re
now Afghanistan
revolt

652 AD

Arabs introduce lslam. 4

fghanistan

hecomes the centre of Islamic p
civilization

1219 - 1221

Invasion of Afghanistan by Genghis
and the destruction of Irrigation sy
wh
deserts

1273

Marco Polo crossed Afghan Turkistan.
1370 - 1404

The rule of Timour-i-Lang (Tamerlane)
Atfghan resi
1451
An At
1504 - 1519

Babur, founder of the Moghul dynasty takes
control of Kabul
1520 - 1579

Bayazid Roshan revc
the Moghul government
1613 - 1689
Khushhal Khan Kl

h turned fertile soil into permanent

stance,

named Buhlul invades Delhi, and

rone

5 against the power of

ak initiates a national

vernment

southwest Afghanistan, and sout
Persia

1747

Madir Shah is assassinated, and the
in Af’

Afghans u
leadership of Ahmad Shah Ahdali retake

once

Kandahar, and establish modern
Afghanistan,

1747 - 1773

Rule of Ahmad Shah Abdali (Durrani)
Ahmad Shah con
Afghanistan. to t
empire of the 18th century.

1773 - 1793

Rule of Timur Shah . Capital of Afghanistan
transferred from Kandahar to Kabul b
of tribal opposition. Constant internal revolts
1793 - 1801

Rule of Zaman Shah. Constant interna
revolts

1801 - 1803

Rule of Mahmood. Constant internal revolts
1803 - 1809

Rule of Shah Shujah

1809 - 1818

Mahmood returns to the throne
1819 - 1826

Sons of Timur Shah struggle for t
Civil War, anarchy, Afghans lose Sind
permanently

1826

Dost Mohammad Khan takes Kabul, and
establishes control

1832 - 1833

Per

solidates and enlarges

Muslim

ome the great

a moves into Khurasan province, and
Herat. Afghans suc
defend Herat

1834

Afghans lose Peshawar to the Sikhs.

1836

Dost Mohammad Khan proclaimed as Amir
al-mu minin (commander of the faithful). The
British, in col
(Shah Shuja), invade Afghanistan
1839 - 1842

First Anglo-Afghan War.
resistance, Amir Dost
surrenders to the Britisl

threatens cessfully

yoration with an ex-king

After some

Mohammad Khan
and is deporte
India. Shah Shuja is installed as a pt

king. (1839-1842)
April 1842
Shah Shuja kille Afghans
struggle against the British, eventually
Akbar
1859
British take Baluch
becomes completely landlo
1863 - 1866

Sher Ali, Dost Mohammad Khan's son,
ds to the throne

1y .!'-‘«I;Ui'

han is victorious.

an, and Afghanistan

akes Bukhara, Tashkent, and
Samarkand

1873
Russ

bet

stablishes a fixed boundary

t's new
territor
Afghanis
1878
Second Anglo-Afghan War. The British
invade and the Afghans quickly put up a
strong
1879

Sher Ali dies in Mazar-i-Shariff, and Amir
| immad Yaqub Khan t ov ti

, promising to re

an's territorial integrity

esista

M O u
() r. He gives up Kurram, Khyber,
Michni, Pishin, and Sibi to the British
1893

The Durand line fixes borders of
Afghanistan with British Indi
Afg | areas, leaving half the Afghans
in what is now Pakistan.

1895

."\h:"'él" PR
guaranteed by Russia

1907

Russia and Great Britain sign the
on of St. Pet

istan is declared ol

splitting

s northern border is fixed and

burg, in which

; itside Russia's
sphere of inflt 2,
1921

Third Anglo-Afghan w

r. Once again, the




British are defeated and Afghanistan gz
full control of her foreign a
Khan initiate
at social and politica
1929

Amanullah Khan
Habibullah Kalak:
1930

Pro-Amanullah Khan uprising put down by
Nadir Khan. Nadir Khan abolishes reforms
h Khan.

affairs. Amanullah
ambitious efforts
modernization

a series o

set forth
1933

Nadir Khan assassinated by a college

by Amanulla

student, and his son, Zahir, inherits th
throne, He rules until 1973, Zahir Shah's
| :

Serve as prime minister
1953,

s & advisors

intil
1934
The USA formally re
1940

Zahir Shah proclaims Afgh
ing WW2,

Afghanistan

stan as
neutral du
1947
Britain wit wws from India. Pakistan
carved out of Indian and Afghan lands
1949
Afghan
Durand
Durand lin

arliament denounces the
fuses to re
1|l boundary :
an. Pashtuns ir
el At J|I|l|| Land)

DmMMmunity.

ice Mochammad Daoud be

ts Afghanistan's request to

buy military uipment to modernize the

army.
1955

Daoud turns to the Soviet Union (Russia) for

y aid. The Pa

shtunistan issue flares

militar
up.
1956

government.

ly Communist coup: Daoud is killed,
Taraki is named Presic
puty Prime Minist

| tortures take

schev and Bulgaria agree to help lent, and Karmal

becames hi

urdah is made optional and women Afghan flag is cl
the University which has 0 the Soviet Union. Afghan
itional. Women begin to guerrilla (Mujahideen) movement is born

e workforce, and the government 1979

1961 Mass killings. US ambassador killed.
Pakistan and Afghanistan come close is killed and Hafizullah Amin t
over Pashtunistan Presidency. Amin is execu
1963 - 1964 replaced with Babrak Karmal. Sov
Zahir Shah demands Daoud's resignation invade
Dr. Mohammad Yusof be 1es Prime 1980
Ministe Dr. Najibu
1965 un the se
Th f i 58C 1984

UN sends n'\'-—'-li'j'linl"-. to Afghanistan t

nged. Taraki signs treaty

riendship witl

rol in

Taraki

ted, and he is

iet Union

ah is brought back from USSR to

ret police,

examine reported human rights violations
1986
Babrak Karmal is repl
government 1987
1969 Najibullah proposes ceasefire, but the

ah Amin are elected

aced by Dr, Najibullah

Babrak and Hafizul Mujahi with a puppet

1972 governi
1d Moussa becomes Prime

n make grea

defeat of Sov tinent.

1938 - 1989

Mohan 1ma
Minister,
1973
Zahir She
nilitary ce 1 d by
PDPA ( mJn.... Com

Khan abolish

40,000-50,000 S
in action, besides the wounde
cides, and murders. Mujahideen continue
g : b fight against Najibullah's regime.
Afghani *,lull is esta |J|| |1l‘ I, 1992
1974 April 15, The Mujahidee
UNESCO « liberate Afghanistan, N
I€ art of the by UN. The Mujahi
- 1977 State,
constitution

himse

take I
ihullah i

ames Herat as one of the first

rm an Islamic
Council, electior
Iranian and Pakistani inter

lamic Jihat

2nts a new

Daoud Khan pr
Women's

rights confirmed. Daoud starts to fighting, Professor Burha ||n||rl

Rabbani

oust cted opponents from his elected President

an militia are born, and adve

Rabbani governi

=t

nst the
nd Hek
against Rabbani's

vernment, as a
Kabul is reduced to rubble.

1995

Massive gains by the Taliban. Increased
Pakistani and lranian interference

1996

Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, hea
having be

d of He
5 a milite
» pact with Re :hl, ni, €

Ile as prime m

i-lslami,

eliminated as

signs a pe

Cabul to 1
militia force President i mfl his

government out of Kabul .& ter

fully veiled

or

K, QO out alone

1997

."r|-'|i, and

Innocent civilians

ras, August 20: US
|'|.'|""-_.t-'|".'-'

les at ATc

\ Ub state

[training f







?.
W

"The world had been
destroyed several
times before the
creation of man'

CAIN. LORD BYRON







ONE OF THETEN GREAT THEATRE
COMPANIES INTHE WORLD

Cheek by Jowl was formed in 1981 by Declan Donnellan
and Nick Ormerod. The company has performed in 295
cities in over 40 countries, spanning 5 continents and has
received numerous international awards. Acclaimed for
its productions of British classics, Cheek by Jowl has
also introduced British audiences to international
classics by writers such as Racine, Ostrovsky, Lessing
and Corneille, including The Cid and A Family Affair.
Landmark Cheek by Jowl! productions include Lady Betty,
Measure for Measure, The Duchess of Malfi, Much Ado
About Nothing and As You Like It.

www.cheekbyjowl.com
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