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A Synopsis
Seven years into the Trojan War and the Greeks and Trojans have reached a stalemate.

Rather than take to the battlefield, Prince Troilus pines for Cressida, daughter of Calchas, a Trojan
who has defected to the Greeks. Cressida’s uncle Pandarus tirelessly champions the young prince
to his niece. Mortified by his lack of tact, Cressida nevertheless admits to having feelings for
Troilus but vows to keep them hidden, hoping to retain the power she perceives women have
whilst being wooed.

In the Greek encampment, Achilles refuses to fight and remains in his tent with his lover Patro-
clus. Agamemnon attempts to rally his generals and Ulysses attempts to entice Achilles back into
the war by sending a rival, the headstrong Ajax to meet a challenge from Prince Hector.

Hector, Troilus, Paris and the other Trojan princes quarrel over the Greeks’ latest demand to re-
turn Helen. Cassandra, their sister, prophesises doom if the war continues but Troilus convinces
Hector that Helen should not be returned.

Pandarus finally arranges a meeting between Troilus and Cressida. They exchange vows and
spend the night together. The same night, Cressida’s father agrees an exchange with the Greek
generals; a prisoner will be returned to Troy in exchange for his daughter.

The next morning, a party from the Greeks, led by Diomedes, arrive to make the exchange. Pan-
darus breaks the news to the dismayed lovers who make oaths of constancy and exchange tokens
before they are parted.

Cressida is led by Diomedes through the soldiers assembled for the fight between Ajax and Hec-
tor. She is welcomed with a kiss from each of the commanders. The fight is a draw and a truce is
declared whilst the soldiers feast. Achilles seeks out Hector to make a challenge. They agree to
fight when next they meet.

As the party disperses, Troilus remains and Ulysses takes him to Cressida. Hidden from view,
Ulysses and Troilus witness Cressida pledging herself to Diomedes. Troilus returns to Troy heart-
broken.

The next day, Hector’s wife, father and sister beg him not to go to battle. Eager to confront Achil-
les, however Hector is unmoved. In contrast to the apprehension of the rest of his family, a
vengeful Troilus is bloodthirsty for the battlefield.

In the ensuing fray, Achilles’ lover Patroclus is slain and Achilles is finally moved to rejoin the war,
baying for Hector’s blood. They meet and fight, but neither can defeat the other. Achilles with-
draws.

Achilles returns with a gang of soldiers to find Hector unarmed and alone. The gang set upon and
kill him. Achilles drags Hector’s body around the walls of Troy and returns to the Greek encamp-
ment, his status as war hero restored.

Troilus brings news of his brother’s death to the Trojan generals. The Trojans return to Troy to
mourn their hero.
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